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earnest >> continued on back

Oscar Wilde’s 1895 masterpiece The 
Importance of Being Earnest is often 
described as “the wittiest play 
in the English language.” And 
for good reason. This wildly 
popular comedy, which opens 
the theatre season at Trinity 
Western University, presents a 
parody of the misplaced priori-
ties of the Victorian aristocracy. 
The satire still hits the mark to-
day, in a world more concerned 
about Global Positioning Sys-
tems than global warming.

Jack lives in the country. His 
imaginary brother Ernest lives 
in town. Algernon lives in town. 
His imaginary friend Bunbury 
lives in the country. Gwendo-
len falls in love with Jack, be-
lieving him to be Ernest. Cec-
ily falls in love with Algernon, 
believing him to be Ernest. 
Mistaken identities, Victorian 
romance, interfering mothers, 
and lots of cucumber sand-
wiches conspire to make this 
play a delight from beginning 
to end.

“Wilde is simply a brilliant play-
wright,” says Angela Konrad, 
chair of the theatre department 
at Trinity Western University 
and director of the production. 
“He’s just so incredibly funny. 

The Importance of Being Earnest Theatre at TWU presents a “trivial play for serious people” 
His play has it all—cleverly drawn char-
acters, outrageous plot twists, and an 

ingenious use of language.”
The whimsical design for the TWU 

production reflects the play’s 
upside-down world, where se-
rious matters are treated as 
unimportant, and trivial things 
are taken seriously. “The char-
acters are always playing 
games with each other to get 
what they want”, says Konrad. 
“We wanted the production 
to echo that sense of playful-
ness.”

The cast for The Importance 
of Being Earnest includes 
John Voth (Jack), Thomas 
Gage (Algernon), Amanda 
Hart (Gwendolen), Laura Van 
Dyke (Cecily), Rebecca Brans-
com (Lady Bracknell), Jackie 
Faulkner (Miss Prism), Josh-
ua McFaul (Dr. Chasuble) and 
Jordaan Montes (Lane and 
Merriman). Costume design 
for the production is by Jessie-
award-winning Nicole Bach 
and lighting design is by Mike 
Dickinson. Hilary McPherson 
is the stage manager, with as-
sistance from Tasia Gunn and 
Victoria Loewen.

Other productions in the Trin-
ity Western University theatre 
season are Fixing Christmas; The Importance of Being Earnest runs Wednesday to Saturday, October 25 to 28, 

and November 1 to 4 at 8 p.m., with two-for-one Saturday matinees at 2 p.m. 
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The facts >> Art Talks: Dr. Loren Wilkinson
Art and Science: Giving Creation a Voice
Friday, November 3, 2006 12:00 - 1:00 pm 
Freedom Hall, suggested donation: $5

Regular attendees of Art Talks will want 
to grab their friends from the science 
side of campus and hustle them over 
to Freedom Hall in early November.  Dr. 
Loren Wilkinson’s many scholarly and 
popular articles combine art and sci-
ence in a unique manner. 

Wilkinson makes his home on Galiano Island, where environ-
mental issues are as clear as the view across the Strait of Juan 
de Fuca.  From his perspective as professor of Interdisciplinary 
Studies & Philosophy at Regent College, UBC, he asks complex 
questions:  How does one develop a Christian environmental 
ethic?  How can humans develop and explore relationship to the 
natural world – in its glorious environmental, aesthetic, scientific 
and religious dimensions?

Dr. Wilkinson’s teaching interests include Christianity and the Arts, 
Philosophy, Earthkeeping and his popular “Creation, Wilderness 
and Technology” course that takes place on a summer boat trip. l

Dr. Loren Wilkinson: A Voice in the Wilderness 



Coming EVENTS 
for more info email: shows&tell@twu.ca

Drama: 11:07 
October 20th
Freedom Hall, RNT Building
$2 / door

Verge Arts Series: Making a Living in the Arts 

Workshop    

October 19th
Freedom Hall, RNT Building
Free for TWU students, $10 public.

TWU Theatre: The Importance of Being 
Earnest  
By Oscar Wilde 
“A trivial play for serious people”.
October 25-28th & November 1-4, 2006
Freedom Hall, RNT Building
Tickets online: www.twu.ca/theatre or at 
the door

Art Talks: Dr. Loren Wilkinson
Art and Science: Giving Creation a Voice
November 3rd  12 – 1 PM
Freedom Hall, RNT
suggested donation $5

Drama: 11:07 
November 3rd
Freedom Hall, RNT Building
$2 / door
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In a Nutshell: The Minor in Pro-
fessional Writing

In addition to general grad 
requirements, students must 
complete 24 semester hours 
in Communications:  12 se-
mester hours of lower level 
credits (100/200 numbered 
courses — of which COMM 
212: Writing for Publication 
and COMM 250: Communi-
cation Theory in Everyday 
Life are required), and at 
least 12 semester hours at 
300 or 400 level.  Additional-
ly, a total of 3 semester hours 
practica credits may be ap-
plied toward the minor. 

COMM 200 Research in the Informa-
tion Age 
COMM 212 Writing for Publication (required)

COMM 213 Introduction to Public 
Relations
COMM 270 Introduction to Journalism
COMM 308 Playwriting (cross-listed as 
DRAM 302)
COMM 310 Technical Writing and 
Communication 
COMM 320 Screenwriting I
COMM 321 Screenwriting II
COMM 351-359 Communication Prac-
tica in writing (max 3 sem. hrs. toward stream)

COMM 372 Online Journalism
COMM 413 Public Relations Writing
COMM 414 Non-fiction Seminar
COMM415 Editing for Newspapers 
and Magazines
COMM450 Directed Studies in Writing 
(by arrangement with instructor)
COMM470 Feature Writing for News-
papers and Magazines

COMM Department unveils Minor in Professional Writing 
UAC approves new program unanimously
The Communications Department is pleased to an-
nounce the approval of a new Minor in Professional 
Writing.

COMM Department Chair Dr. Bill Strom is as proud 
as a new dad. “The writing minor,” he says, “will pro-
vide a dynamic complement to majors such as English, 
Business, and Psychology as students learn to bridge 
the gap between knowing their field and engaging the 
culture.”  

In the professional workplace, the ability to commu-
nicate effectively in writing is essential. “Research indi-
cates,” Dr. Strom says, “that leaders spend more time 
writing at the beginning of their careers than public 
speaking or leading meetings.” 

To address this workplace reality, the number of 
courses offered by COMM writing faculty Loranne 
Brown and Fred DeVries has gradually increased.  As 
upper level offerings in editing, journalism, and pub-
lic relations were added to build on theory and skills 
developed at the intro level, students like Vanessa 
Wiebe began pressing for a writing minor.  

Vanessa has pursued business alongside commu-
nications. “The professional writing minor equips me 
to write well in any capacity my career will require,” 
Vanessa says. “It develops skills essential for business 
success, provides a creative outlet for personal expres-
sion, and can be used to inspire and teach others.” 

Student and faculty patience has been rewarded.  
FPSPA Dean Dr. David Squires is delighted by UAC’s 
decision.  “Those students who meet all the require-
ments,” he says, “will be able to graduate with the new 
designation as early as December.”  l

Broken Sleep: July 7, 1994; and The 
Taming of the Shrew. The final show, 
Remnants: A Fable, is a co-production 
with Pacific Theatre, taking place at the 
company’s Vancouver space in May.

The Importance of Being Earnest runs 
Wednesday to Saturday, October 25 
to 28, and November 1 to 4 at 8 p.m., 
with two-for-one Saturday matinees at 
2 p.m. The theatre is located in Free-
dom Hall of the Robert N. Thompson 
building. Tickets are $10 to $12, and 
are available through the theatre box 
office at 604-513-2121 extension 3872 
or online at www.twu.ca/theatre.

For more information, contact 
theatre@twu.ca. l

Verge Arts Series: Making a Living in the Arts Workshop  

in the Arts 
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First introduced last spring, the day-long 
“Making a Living in the Arts” workshop 
is back by popular demand.  

This year’s workshop coor-
dinator, Mike Wipf & Verge 
Coordinator, Jeff Warren, 
have encouraged FPSPA fac-
ulty to make attendance man-
datory for their students in the 
arts and professional stud-
ies.  Covering all disciplines 
of the FPSPA, the workshop 
features local industry profes-
sionals and emerging artists. 

The first “Making a Living in 
the Arts” was the brainchild of 
Jeff Warren, one of the coordinators for 
the Verge Art Series. When his sister 
was ready to graduate but found herself 
struggling to sell her art and to be seen 

in the “artworld,” Warren perceived the 
need to demonstrate to students how 
they could put their degrees to practi-

cal use.  
“We are encouraging young 

artists to turn artmaking from 
a love and a skillset into a 
career,” Warren told The Out-
post last spring.

Interdisciplinary in nature, 
panel discussions and small-
er workshops will be held 
with participating profession-
als who will explore the busi-
ness side of art, including 
self-promotion, along with the 

creative side.  The general public is en-
couraged to attend. 
The facts >> Thursday, October 19, 2006. 
Start 11:40 AM in Freedom Hall, RNT. Free for 
TWU students, $10 for publicl


